








































Add to these the fact that our mission fields are typically hard
to reach — both physically and spiritually.

And today it is estimated that less than 5% of Native American
people know Jesus Christ as their personal Savior.

You Lift the Bowl

In Matthew 5, Jesus tells us,“You are the light of the world.A
city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp
and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it
gives light to everyone in the house.”

The generosity and faithful prayer support of caring
Christians like you is what makes the ministry of the Lutheran
Association of Missionaries and
Pilots U.S. possible.You lift the
bowl and uncover the Light of
Life found only in Christ for all
Native people to see.You help
to put it on the stand to give
light to all the “houses” of every
Native American tribe and
nation.

Please consider providing
a generous gift of support
today to help us continue
shining the life-changing light
of Christ’s love into the hearts
of Native Americans.

Christ’s Kingdom. Every Native American Nation
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Jesus Abiding in Us
Colossians 1:26,27
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“…the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now
disclosed to the saints. To them God has chosen to make known among the
Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory.”

When I was a child, I loved surprises – especially at Christmas. Even
though my parents were not very well off financially, they always provided
some surprises under the Christmas tree.

The coming of Christ on that first Christmas resulted in an unveiling of
several great and wonderful surprises for the world. The first was the birth of
the Incarnate Son of God – God who becomes human flesh and enters our
existence so that He could take upon Himself our sins. The second is
unwrapped as we experience this Jesus in our lives through a special rela-
tionship born of our baptism into Christ. I remember the day this Jesus came
into my heart many years ago. It was a great joy to experience forgiveness
and to understand that in Him, I was made a child of God. “As many as
received him, to them he gave the power to become the children of God.” (John
1:12)

As I grew to know this Jesus better, I came to understand that when I
received Him by faith into my heart, He entered in. He lives with me. This is
such a wonderful gift from God for me and for you. After all, Jesus is God’s
gift to all people everywhere.

But just as gifts at Christmas must be received and opened, Jesus must
be received by faith. For some, this begins at Baptism and continues through
life as we are nurtured by the Word. For others like me, it begins later in life
when one hears God’s Word for the first time and by faith believes that Word.

However, God enters into our life through His Son Jesus. It is His work
to draw us to Himself, His work to create faith in us and His work to indwell
us. This is a great mystery unwrapped for us when Christ came. It gives us
hope!

O God, thank you for the great gifts you give us in Jesus Christ. Strengthen
our faith so that we may truly experience the hope of glory that comes in our
relationship with you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Advent 2004
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A God Who Understands Us
Hebrews 4:15,16

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weak-
nesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are –
yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence,
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”

One of the most difficult aspects of our walk with God is to understand
how He works through trial and tribulation in our lives and the lives of
Christians everywhere. Sometimes it seems as if things that occur in our lives
are simply out of control. From my own experience, it has at times seemed
that way for me. There have been times when I have been in despair to know
God’s purpose when He has allowed me to experience failure or disappoint-
ment, or some circumstance has arisen that is greater than my ability to
resolve.

I take comfort at such times in several important truths. The first is that
God is sovereign. He therefore does not always explain to us why He has per-
mitted something. He asks only that no matter what we remain faithful. It is
what He truly expects of me and all others.

Second, I take comfort in His love and the fact that I know He under-
stands me. I am His child through faith in His Son Jesus. Jesus died for me
and rose again that I might be forgiven and live with Him forever. As I pon-
der this great love, I see how God the Father subjected His own Son to the
same uncertainty, sometimes very difficult experiences that I have known –
even more so because He (Jesus) had to endure death even though innocent.
But in God’s faithfulness, He raised His Son to triumph over the darkness
just as He raises us up to triumph – even to profit through seemingly des-
perate circumstances.

Let us give praise to God for sending His Son to be our example and our
Savior. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Advent 2004
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Seeing the Big Picture
Romans 3:28

“For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the
law.”

Flying high above the Alaska tundra with our Lay Minister/Pilot Dan
Treakle gave me a new appreciation for his skills. That summer, forest fires
throughout central Alaska had burned millions of acres and smoke was
everywhere. Flying through clouds and smoke made visibility – what you
could see with your eyes – impossible. In fact, as we flew through clouds and
smoke and encountered icing conditions that partly obscured the wind-
shield, you could not determine with your normal senses up or down or vice
versa. At such times you are glad your pilot is instrument rated and has
over 34,000 hours flying time, much of it in Alaska. You are thankful the
twin engine Navajo Chieftain aircraft has the latest in navigation equip-
ment that enables the pilot to know everything about the aircraft’s attitude,
altitude, direction and the terrain below.

I asked Dan, “How do you keep track of which gauge to monitor when
your vision of the outside world is totally obscured by weather?” There are a
number of aircraft gauges that measure many things, like altitude, speed,
fuel, engine pressure, etc. He said in response, “The trick is not to get fixat-
ed on any one gauge, but to see the whole picture.” I like that. Life apart
from God is something like this. We always need to see the whole counsel of
God’s grace. Knowing the broad picture of God’s grace – how He gives us
salvation through His Son Jesus, how we cannot earn it but must receive it
freely - all are necessary to go through life safely. Fixating on the law and
one’s unworthiness discourages people from believing in Jesus for salvation.
People who feel this way will say, “I’ll come to Jesus when I get my life
together.” Or they say, “I have done too many bad things to become a
Christian.” Like a pilot disoriented by clouds and smoke and unable to see
all his instruments, their lives are in a downward plunge to destruction.
Their only hope and our only hope is to acknowledge that only Christ can
save us. We can never save ourselves by doing something to get better.
Salvation is a free gift bestowed upon the repentant sinners who humbly
accepts God’s gift. It is God’s work, not ours. Once we accept His gift, our
lives are lifted out of spiritual darkness to new life.

O God, you give us the law to show us our sins. You give us Jesus to show us
how, through trusting in Him, we can have life eternal. Keep us safe in know-
ing the distinction between the two. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Summer 2005
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Here to Make a Difference
“…to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self,
created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.”

Recently I sat across from an African American couple at a meeting of
Christian ministry leaders. They had sold their lucrative business to begin a
ministry to dysfunctional men living in a poor urban setting. It meant a big
change of priorities for this couple. Not only was their life style affected, but
they had to learn to trust God from month to month just to pay the monthly
bills. God was faithful and just when they needed help the most, God would
provide the right amount. It was such an inspiration to see how God worked
His miracles in their lives. When I inquired what made them decide to give
up their careers for this worthy ministry, the wife said, “When I was just a
child, my great grandmother would often remind me that God placed us in
this world to make a difference in people’s lives. She would say to me, you
are here to help people.”

It is not the usual thing to give up everything to do what this couple
did. It is not for everyone to be so motivated. But all of us are called as Paul
says, “to put off the old self…and be renewed in the spirit.” Carried out in
life, it means living more and more like Jesus. For some, this might mean
being friendly to a lonely person or taking the time to listen to someone bur-
dened. It could mean helping more at church or visiting in a hospital or rest
home. The list of needy and hurting people is endless and cries out for peo-
ple who will be like Jesus in the world. As this couple reminded me, if we
are not part of the solution, we are part of the problem. This couple demon-
strated that once they had made the determination to follow Jesus’ example
in this way, God provided the grace and means for them to be successful.
Moreover, what they do now for Him will be valued in all of eternity.

O God our Father, reveal to us the ways you would have us become more like
your Son Jesus. Empower us by your grace to live in accord with your pur-
poses. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Summer 2005
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God’s Foreknowledge
Isaiah 25:1

“O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name, for in per-
fect faithfulness you have done marvelous things, things planned long ago.”

The foreknowledge God has of all things is beyond human comprehen-
sion. Before He created the earth or any human, He knew who each individ-
ual would be, the era in which they would live and the people from whence
they would come. On a personal level, He even knew what we would look
like and the kind of trouble we might get into. Even more amazing, He
knew that our first parents, Adam and Eve, would sin thus plunging the
created world and all of mankind into sin. Born into this falleness, we are
by nature separated from God, our neighbor and the natural world. The
results are wars, bitter disappointments, betrayals, injustices and much
pain and suffering. On a corporate and individual level, we are prone to
trouble. This we all know too well.

However, God has not left us to our own futile devices. He has deter-
mined from eternity to bring light to our darkness, hope for our discourage-
ment and the promise of eternal life to those dying, which is all of us. Thus
He sent His own Son, Jesus, like us in our humanity but perfect before His
Father and equal to Him in essence. This Jesus, born to the Virgin Mary,
understands our weaknesses. Although without sin, He has experienced
poverty, danger, disappointment, sorrow, betrayal and grief – even death for
us. In fact, all of the above is far greater than any human can imagine.
Through His resurrection, He has triumphed over all of that.

Thus we celebrate Him during this season of Advent. He is the bringer
of light to our darkness and hope to our broken world. May we freely receive
the love and forgiveness He offers to us and trust Him for salvation leading
to life eternal. “As many as received him, to them he gave the power to
become the children of God to as many as believed on his name.” (John 1:12)

O Lord God we exalt you and praise your name for sending your Son Jesus
to be our Savior. You determined this long before we were ever born. Thanks
and praise be to you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Advent 2005
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The Transparent Son of God
Hebrews 4:15

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we
are – yet was without sin.”

I have noticed something about people who have been through many
trials in life – even personal failure. If they have been able by God’s grace to
pass through the darkness and pain to the other side to triumphant recov-
ery in Christ, they are generally bold and effective witnesses to Christ’s
power. Their brokeness before a gracious God who offers forgiveness of sins
and comfort in our grief gives them a certain transparency that serves as a
bridge to the wounds and pains of others. Very often people with whom we
would share the Gospel cover up their sins for fear of rejection. Adam and
Eve knew guilt and shame before God and they tried to cover over their
shame with leaves. They passed this tendency down to all of us, their
descendants. People who have experienced God’s grace, however, can reach
out to such people because of their vulnerability and transparency. They
have nothing to hide. They desire only to declare God’s grace.

God determined to bridge the gap of our guilt and shame that stands
between us and Him. He sent His only Son, Jesus – perfect, without sin, the
Son of God but human like us. He was born into poverty, threatened by a
jealous King Herod, labeled the illegitimate son of Mary, raised in an
obscure community called Nazareth, lived the life of a common laborer, a cit-
izen of a people dominated by foreigners, abandoned by friends, betrayed by
a close follower and nailed to a cross. These and other experiences of Jesus
reveal the extent to which God has gone to identify with us.

What possibly doesn’t He understand about our experiences? His trans-
parent character as lived by His Son Jesus before the world serves as a
bridge to our darkness, sadness, guilt and shame and enables us to
approach the throne of God’s grace confidently. Knowing that He loves and
understands us and bids us to come and follow Him is great encouragement.
That is the essence of the great blessings of Jesus the Incarnate Son of God.
May the joy of His birth encourage your faith. May you find in Him one you
can talk to about all of your concerns.

O God and Father, we thank you for coming to us in our grief, guilt and
shame. By your grace grant us comfort in our grief and joy in knowing you
forgive us for all our sins in Jesus. In His name we pray, Amen.

Advent 2005
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Healing for the Generations
“But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we
are healed.”

I retain mostly happy memories of childhood days fishing with my father.
He had been a marvelous commercial salmon fisherman for over 70 years. He
died due to natural causes a few years ago. A flood of memories of good times
spent fishing with him were triggered recently when I received a picture from
a family member showing him holding up two very large salmon he had
caught. How much he enjoyed the thrill of the catch. How much I enjoyed the
time spent with him learning to enjoy it with him.

Much of his life however was not so happy. My father was given to occa-
sional bouts of binge drinking – especially in the early years. It cost him his
first marriage, untold loss of money and wasted years. It affected all of us
children in ways we haven’t even begun to fully comprehend. At the end of his
life he shared with me how sorry he was he had lived so long without God. I
am so thankful to share that when he died, he died confessing Jesus as his
Savior. In the latter years of his life, we spent many hours talking about God
and Heaven.

As I have had occasion to uncover my father’s early life and it’s subse-
quent impact on me, I have discovered an all too familiar pattern of lost
dreams and brokenness that led him to turn to alcohol to dull the inner sense
of loss. Early wounding, unresolved grief, lost opportunity – all eroded who
God intended him to be. Sin led him to turn to false alternatives.

I have also discovered that it is important to face the truth about my gen-
erational history. I too am a sinner and fall short of God’s expectations. I am
just like my father. At the same time, I have found great comfort and courage
in knowing that while God knows this about me, He has done everything nec-
essary to bring healing and forgiveness to break the cycle. The long history of
disappointments, hurts, griefs and sins that make up the generational history
of my family and everyone else’s finds healing in the person and work of
Jesus. His sacrificial death paid for our sins. “But he was pierced for our
transgressions…and by his wounds we are healed.” By grace through faith in
the person and works of Jesus, we are grafted into the family of God.
Furthermore, in Jesus, we become part of a new generational history based
not on a long line of failure and disappointments but on hope and righteous-
ness because of Jesus who gave Himself over to death for us.

Dear Father God, we acknowledge that we cannot make ourselves good or
change the past. We therefore thank you for sending your Son to be our Savior
so that we can be cleaned and forgiven. Grant that we might daily walk in
ways that honor Him. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Summer 2006

Isaiah 53:5
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When You Are in Trouble
Psalm 65:3

“When we were overwhelmed by sins, you forgave our transgressions.”

The morning sunshine greeted us with the promise of warmth and good
fishing. My friend Bill and I enjoyed the ocean. And especially the thrill of
catching salmon at the peak of the run on a warm day and a flat ocean! We
were having so much fun we hardly noticed the wind or the clouds building
up on the horizon far to the southwest.

My first indication of trouble was a distant island suddenly looming
much closer! All the more alarming because our little 18 foot boat was pointed
in the opposite direction. The current and strong wind, along with a tide
change, were sucking us dangerously toward the rocks. Even more ominous,
the gentle ocean waves had suddenly become roughly the size of a house,
more frequent and breaking at their peak. Thoughts of turning around and
heading toward safer waters were soon discouraged by the realization that
my boat would soon be swamped from the back end (the transom) if I tried to
run with the breaking swells. Our only hope was to point the bow of the boat
straight into the swells – out farther into the ocean and to the north side of
the island! I remembered my Dad’s counsel, “If you ever get caught in this
place, go north until you get to the other side of the island. There the swells
will lose their strength and you can turn around and reach safer waters on
the opposite side of the island.” I believe our lives were saved that day
because I followed my Dad’s counsel.

How closely this mirrors the human experience with sin. We can be going
along fine in life. Everything seems promising. Then suddenly without warn-
ing, we are caught in a dangerous place of temptation or in a circumstance
that threatens or even causes our faith to suffer shipwreck. More than one
Christian has experienced this in their life. That’s why the Apostle Paul
encouraged vigilance in our Christian walk and why Peter spoke of Satan
prowling around like a roaring lion seeking to devour us. (1 Peter 5:8)

Clearly we have to always be on guard. Nothing better prepares us for
threats to our faith than familiarity with God’s Word, faith in His power to
save and the willingness to obey. When confronted with imminent danger on
the seas, I quickly realized the hopelessness of our situation. Instead I
recalled my father’s advice and found safety. I have discovered this pattern
from nature repeated over and over again in the spiritual areas of my life. I
have also learned that even when I take a wrong turn God is good and gra-
cious to forgive sin and to cleanse me from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9)
Because in truth, we are always in need of God’s grace to find our way
through life. As the Psalmist affirms, “When we were overwhelmed by sin,
you forgave our transgressions.”

Dear Father God, thank you for your mercy when we need it, your Word to
guide us safely through life and your Son, Jesus who by His life, death and
resurrection makes this possible. In Jesus’ name, Amen

Summer 2006
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The Gift of Forever
Romans 5:15

“But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of
the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the
grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many!”

The news of my brother’s unexpected death stunned me. Although I
knew his health was deteriorating, I thought he had much more time. Time
for me to visit him, to go fishing with him, to talk about the good old days
one more time. To laugh with him once again about childhood pranks. But
now he was gone. And with him something of the memories of a childhood
we shared.

We have all been to this place, or will be. Over the course of our lives we
repeatedly experience the loss of someone we have loved – parents, grand-
parents, siblings, a spouse. The loss, the grief is profound. A disquieting real-
ization that each person who dies – especially those who are older, is like
the loss of a whole library of stories, some of which were partly our own.
The curse of sin ushered by the Fall is the destroyer of stories. It makes
mortals of us all. Ravaging life’s memories, interrupting relationships,
intruding into our lives with grief and sorrow. It hurts. It causes many to
fear death.

But we have glorious hope. Hope for renewed relationships, renewal of
life, the continuation of the story of our lives and those we love. The hope I
cling to for my loved ones and myself lies in the person of Jesus Christ. He
entered our world where sin reigned, lived a perfect life, died in our place on
the cross and was raised again that we might live forever. Through our faith
and baptism into Christ, we are brought into relationship with His resurrec-
tion power: “Just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of
the Father, we too may live a new life.” (Romans 6:4)

It is possible to find comfort and to overcome the seeming finality of
death and its attendant sorrows, fears and grief ’s – what Paul called “the
sting of death”. The victory lies in accepting God’s gift of salvation. Through
His Son Jesus, the life stories continue through all eternity for those who
place their trust in Him. Let us trust Him with a sincere faith in what He
has done and receive His grace offered freely to us all.

Dear Father, Thank you for giving us your Son Jesus to be our Savior.
Quench our fears, comfort our sorrows and by your Holy Spirit, enable us to
trust in Him for eternal life. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Advent 2006
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The Time Had Come
“While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave
birth to her first born, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and laid him in a
manger because there was no room for them in the inn.”

In remote communities such as the one I grew up in on the far north-
west corner of the Olympic Peninsula in Washington State, hospitals are
often far away. On more than one occasion mothers have given birth on the
way to the hospital in the back seat of cars or perhaps their homes. Some of
the people I grew up with could actually point to a place along the long
winding roadside where someone from their family had been born.

Sometimes life is full of surprises like that. I am sure Mary and Joseph
were taken by surprise by their circumstances on the day Jesus was born to
Mary. They knew, of course, that she could give birth along the road to
Bethlehem but as we know they did find a place in Bethlehem. We don’t
know of course what their anxiety was like in anticipating Jesus’ birth or in
trying to find a place for Jesus to be born.

Even from His birth, Jesus, the Son of God and our Savior, experienced
life as we do. The unexpected and the inconvenient were present for Him as
for us. Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection illustrate in the economy of
God’s Kingdom everything that occurs has a purpose. Even the unexpected
and what seems inconvenient are used of God for a good purpose. Therefore,
when we think of Jesus’ birth we rejoice at what it means for all people
everywhere – the Savior has been born. We also marvel and praise God that
His humble entry into the world declares to us that He is truly a God who
knows, feels and understands how we experience life. Let us especially
rejoice in His love and take comfort in knowing that Jesus shares in our
humanity “so that by His death he might destroy him who holds the power
of death – that is, the devil – and free those who all their lives were held in
slavery by their fear of death.” (Hebrews 2:14,15)

Dear Father, thank you for sending Jesus to be our Savior. By your grace
strengthen our faith that we might serve you faithfully in all of our life’s cir-
cumstances. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Advent 2006

Luke 2:6,7
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When to be a Child
“He said to them, Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them,
for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”

One of the joys of being a pastor is having opportunity from time to
time to visit with people you had occasion to baptize or marry – as in per-
form the wedding. I need to clarify this a bit because of an experience with a
precious little native girl. She stood there, big brown eyes staring incredu-
lously at me one day while her mother who had once been in my Sunday
School, introduced me as, “This is the man who baptized me and married
me!” With eyes growing even bigger the little girl said, “You married him?!”
“No, no” her mom said, “I mean he performed the wedding when your dad
and I were married.” Was she ever relieved!

Children, especially the very young, take things very literally and
believe things readily. It is a great quality – to be so transparent and trust-
ing – especially when it comes to having faith in Jesus. Jesus explained “I
tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the Kingdom of God like a
little child will never enter it.” (Mark 10:15) Childlike faith and trust are
actually a necessity when it comes to faith.

However, as we mature physically and develop the capacity for discern-
ment we tend to look at things with a more critical eye, which is natural.
Life’s experiences however are sometimes harsh and painful and often erode
our childlike faith leading to doubts about God’s goodness. The world with
its temptations, strains our loyalties to God dulling spiritual sensitivities
and casting doubt about the Bible. And so we are caught in a dynamic para-
dox: The natural process of mental and physical maturity that we need to
make critical decisions in a complex world, and the need to retain childlike
faith that trusts God implicitly even when life doesn’t seem to make sense.
It is an inner tension we all face. So we have this dynamic that while the
Bible encourages us to mature beyond childhood in our knowledge of God’s
Word, we are implored to be like children in our trust of His Word. That is,
to read, believe and trust it as God’s authority for our lives.

O God our Father, graciously grant me childlike faith to trust you for salva-
tion, maturity of faith to trust you through all of my life’s circumstances, and
through it all, that my life might honor you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Summer 2007

Mark 10:14
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Seeing Things a Different Way
“He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears
with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he
will give decisions for the poor of the earth”.

The young native woman who greeted me was troubled. I could see the
woundedness in her eyes and sense the anxiety in her voice. “Pray for me”
she pleaded. “I used to follow God but I have fallen away and I don’t know
why!” She was doing drugs and alcohol. I just wanted to hug her and tell
her God loves you. I had known her family history. Her father had deserted
the family when she was a baby. Her mother had died when she was a child.
Eventually she was separated from her siblings. There was a long list of
abandonment’s in her life from an early age. With a failed marriage on top
of everything else, the losses kept accumulating. Not having anyone to help
her work through her grief meant that she was left to manage her own
darkness. Cursed by the Fall, none of us are capable of healing our wounds.
Too often we turn to self-medication to dull the inner hurt. Addictions result
– almost always rooted in unresolved grief and disappointment. Most often,
the person caught up in addictive behavior buries deep within their psyche,
the sordid trail of abandonments, griefs and indictments experienced in life.
These often result in bitterness. Bitterness prevented her from trusting
God, rendering God’s grace ineffective in her life and leaving her alienated,
angry, depressed and unable to follow God.

I agreed to pray for her. But not before I shared with her that God
understood her wounded soul and that He wanted to heal her hurts.
However, she needed to acknowledge her bitterness, relinquish her right to
be angry, and then seek God’s forgiveness through His Son Jesus Christ. My
counsel surprised her. She hadn’t thought about unresolved issues from her
past as having an impact on her ability to trust God. I left her, hoping what
I shared might help her believe God loved her and had the power to heal
her brokenness.

When God looks upon us He sees past our outward behaviors to the
deeper, inner wounds of the soul. He will “not judge by what he sees” or by
“what he hears”. God desires that we acknowledge our past grief and sor-
row, and then come to Him for forgiveness, healing and grace to live for
Him.

O God, you see clearly all the grief, disappointment and indictments of life
we experience. Deliver us from bitterness, free us from self-efforts to dull the
pain and enable us to walk in love and freedom. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Summer 2007

Isaiah 11:3,4
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The Heavens Declare the Glory of God
“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His
hands.”

I’ve been blessed over the course of my life to have had opportunity to
see some of North America’s most beautiful scenery. I spent my boyhood
playing on the expansive sand beaches of the Olympic Peninsula in
Washington State. Lush forests, snow capped peaks and the ocean were the
background to many of my childhood adventures. Somehow amidst the
beauty of God’s natural world I felt one with creation, and that gave me a
sense of significance even before I became a believer in Jesus Christ. In
later years we moved from the country to a large urban area. Surrounded
by thousands of people and cars, overwhelmed by the sounds and smells of
the city, I suddenly felt insignificant and alone. It was during this time that
God came into my life and enabled me to experience true meaning and sig-
nificance through His Son Jesus Christ.

It was there that I began to understand that the natural beauty I had
grown up with was a reminder from God of His greatness. Psalm 19 says,
“The heavens declare the glory of God.” But nature is not God. It is the
reflection of His majesty. So often I have noted how many people experience
the beauty of nature as some kind of religious experience. Like me they feel
a sense of significance in the magnificence of God’s creation. But then they
stop there. They don’t hear what God is really saying to us. Namely, that He
desires to give us true significance and meaning through His Son Jesus. The
beauties of the natural world are merely a reflection of the glory of God. The
good feeling we experience while enjoying it is a reminder of the relation-
ship God desires to have with us. Nature tells us many things about our-
selves as well. In those times when it is disruptive and stormy it reminds us
of our own falleness and need for salvation. In all of it’s manifestations, the
natural world reminds us that there is really only one way to experience
true significance. It is through God’s Son, Jesus, the perfect reflection of
God’s character of love.

Dear Father God, thank you for giving us beauty in nature to remind us of
your great glory. And thank you for sending us Jesus your Son to be our
Savior that we might experience true meaning and fellowship with you. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Advent 2007

Psalm 19:1
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That’s My Star
“Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “ ‘Where is the one who
has been born King of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come
to worship him.”

We were outside on a clear spring evening when my friend said, “That’s
my star.” For a moment I searched the heavens to find what she was talking
about. Sure enough, there was one star that stood out among all the others.
It doesn’t matter that it might have been the planet Venus. Nevertheless, it
was bright. She said nothing more about it. But later I pondered her state-
ment, “That’s my star.” I realized what its significance was to her.

Without going into detail I remembered her telling me of a time when
her life was very troubled. She had been struggling with many issues
including alcoholism, loneliness, and loss of meaning. One evening she
ended up in a bad place. Her very life was in danger. But at this most criti-
cal time a bright star in the heavens triggered a host of childhood memories
of hope in the Gospel. Scriptures learned in each one’s childhood kindles
hope. She prayed to God for deliverance and God answered her prayers. She
dedicated her life to following Jesus.

As I thought about her story and her comment, “That’s my star,” I real-
ized she could be talking about all of us. After all, the star of Bethlehem
that pointed to the place where Jesus was born is as much our star of hope
of deliverance as well. Just as the person of my story was in trouble, so too
were we. Sin, discouragement, loss of hope – danger stalks us all. God inter-
vened in our troubled world and lives. He sent His Son Jesus to give us for-
giveness of our sins, the promise of relationship with God the Father and
eternal life. God gave us His Son. And the sign of His birth into our world
was a star.

Dear Father in Heaven, thank you for sending us Jesus. May we be reminded
of your great love and salvation offered in your Son each time we look into
the heavens and see the stars. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Advent 2007
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The Steward’s Journey…Your Legacy of Faith and Love

Reflections on Stewardship
Stewardship is an expression of faith. When we practice steward-

ship, we give glory to God as the giver of life, the source of all we have,
all we are, all we will become. “The earth is the Lord’s,” the psalmist
says, “and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.” Psalm 24:1
(NIV)

As men and women of faith, we are pilgrims on a journey, caretak-
ers of the gifts God entrusts to us. Stewardship means accepting God’s
gifts gratefully, tending them responsibly, and sharing them in a spirit
of justice and love. So, when we return home to the Father, we hear Him
say, “Well done, good and faithful servant…Come and share your mas-
ter’s happiness!” Matthew 25:21 (NIV)

Planning Your Estate
A Will is the most important element of responsible stewardship.

It allows you to express your own choices regarding the distribution of
your possessions once you have returned to the Father.

A Will also safeguards the interests of your family and loved ones.
If you die without a Will, you have no control over what happens to your
estate.

Constructing your Will is a very prayerful experience. We can make
our family and loved ones a priority; we can consider the needs of our
church and the ministries we support. A Will helps advance the
Kingdom; it is a living act of faith.

Should you choose Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots
U.S. as a recipient of your generous support, it is important to clearly
state your intentions by using our full name, address, phone number
and tax I.D. number: “Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots
U.S., Inc., 3525 North 124th Street, Brookfield, Wisconsin 53005, (262)
783-5267, Tax I.D. #39-1509253. If your Will or Estate Plan was com-
pleted prior to April 1, 2005, and includes the Lutheran Association of
Missionaries and Pilots U.S., it is important to update this information.
Because the laws of each state are different, we always encourage you
to seek the advice of a qualified attorney before finalizing your Will.

Charitable Trusts and Gift Annuities
Charitable giving methods, such as Charitable Gift Annuities and

Charitable Remainder Trusts, provide unique stewardship opportuni-
ties.

A Charitable Gift annuity gives you the satisfaction of not only
helping a ministry you support, but it also provides you the practical
benefits of a fixed rate of return, along with charitable tax benefits.
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The Steward’s Journey…(continued)

Your rate of return depends on your age at the time the agreement
is made. The older you are the higher the return for the rest of your life.
Your tax-free benefits can be determined at the time you create your
annuity. After your death, the annuity principal will be used to assist the
ministry of Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots U.S. and the
people we serve.

A Charitable Remainder Trust offers substantial benefits in the
form of estate, gift and income tax deductions, as well as favorable
income for one or more persons you designate.

The Stewardship Journey
Our Christian vocation invites us to become good stewards of the

gifts we receive. The Spirit focuses our energies. Stewardship provides
the guiding principle, directing our path, our journey of faith.

Please send me the information I have checked.
■■ The Lutheran Association of Missionaries & Pilots U.S., Christian

Estate Planning Guide.
■■ Charitable Gift Annuity application.

I am currently affiliated with:

■■ Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod,
■■ Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,
■■ Other _________________________________

■■ Please contact me. My Phone number is: __________________________

E-mail Address: ____________________________________________________
Name: ____________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________
City: _______________________ State: ________ Zip Code: ______________
Please detach and return this form to the address below. Thank you!

Pastor W. Paul Brinkman
Director of Development
Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots U.S.
3525 N 124th Street, Suite 1
Brookfield, WI 53005-2409
(262) 783-5267

www.lutheranmissionariesandpilots.org

■■ I have already remembered the Lutheran Association of Missionaries
and Pilots U.S. in my Will or Estate Plan.



Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots U.S. is a cross cultural

Ministry sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ in partnership with individuals

and communities through mutual witness, nurture and discipleship. ends of the earth.

Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots U.S.
3525 North 124th St., Suite 1 • Brookfield, WI 53005-2498

Phone (262) 783-5267 • Fax (262) 783-5290
www.lutheranmissionariesandpilots.org

...to the ends of the earth.
Acts 13:47




