



























































































































































EASTER SUNDAY « MARCH 23

Isaiah 26:19
Our Hope in the Resurrected Christ

“But your dead will live; their bodies will rise. You who dwell in the
dust, wake up and shout for joy. Your dew is like the dew of the morning; the
earth will give birth to her dead.”

With respect to the believer, every death to the self results in transforma-
tion in the believer’s life. The very basis of our faith is rooted and estab-
lished in the reality and the promise of Christ’s resurrection from the dead.

1 Corinthians 15:1-4 says, “I make known to you brethren, the Gospel which
I preached to you...which also you are saved, if you hold fast to the word I
preached to you...that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,
and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day according to
the Scriptures.” Paul goes on to say in verse 14, “if Christ has not been
raised then our preaching is in vain, your faith also is vain.” Thus Paul makes
it absolutely clear that the death and resurrection of Jesus is of utmost impor-
tance to us.

What this means for us and the world of men and women around us is
that there is hope that our sins can be forgiven. Christ’s death atoned not just
for our sin but the sin of the whole world. (John 3:16) There is also hope that
we can receive God’s power in our lives through the indwelling presence of
the Holy Spirit to live God pleasing lives. “Christ in us” is the resurrection
power of God indwelling our lives and enabling us to live God pleasing
lives. Then there is the hope of eternal life. Isaiah 26:19 says, “But your dead
will live; their bodies will rise...” This promise is rooted in Christ’s death
and resurrection. Romans 8:11 affirms, “But if the Spirit of him that raised
up Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he that raised up Jesus from the dead
shall also quicken your mortal bodies by His spirit that dwells in you.”

(KJV)

Before Christ, men had no realistic hope of forgiveness of sins or resur-
rection from death to life. At Christ’s resurrection, He put an end to the
agony and fear of death. (Acts 2:24) Thus, He calls us to faith, He works in
us to do His will and He gives up hope of life beyond the grave. He, there-
fore, asks of us to take up our cross and follow Him. That is to live our own
lives in imitation of His life. In Him there is no fear. His perfect love casts
out all fear.

Heavenly Father, we are so thankful for this love bestowed upon us. Lord, we
know that to the degree we die to ourselves, the resurrected life of your Son
can begin to work through us for your Kingdom. Help us to live in the hope
and promise of your resurrection power. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

David Sternbeck, Nu-Chah-Nulth
Ministry Staff
Neah Bay, Washington
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The Northern Lights Fellowship recognizes the men and
women who have made a special commitment to the long-term
ministry of Lutheran Association of Missionaries & Pilots U.S.

through a bequest, charitable gift annuity, trust agreement, life
insurance program or other estate gift.

To become a member, simply notify our office when a
planned gift is made. While estate plans remain anonymous,
membership in the Fellowship encourages other friends to
remember Lutheran Association of Missionaries & Pilots U.S. in
their estate planning.

As a special expression of our gratitude to members of
the Northern Lights Fellowship, we are pleased to offer a beauti-
ful print of a watercolor painting by Mary Johnson, gifted artist
and wife of our Executive Director, Reverend Dr. Don Johnson.

Yes! [ | I have already remembered Lutheran Association of
Missionaries & Pilots U.S. in my Will or Estate
Plans. Please enroll me in the Northern Lights Fellowship.

Name

Address

City

State Zip Code

[ ] Please contact me.
Phone Number:
Email:

Ple:vise detach and return this form to the address below. Thank
you!

Pastor W. Paul Brinkman

Director of Development

Lutheran Association of Missionaries & Pilots U.S.

3525 North 124th St, Suite 1

Brookfield, WI 53005-2498

(262) 783-5267
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Lutheran Association of

Missionaries and Pilots U.S.

is a cross cultural Ministry
sharing the Gospel of Jesus

Christ in partnership with

individuals and communities

through mutual witness,

nurture and discipleship.
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