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Logo History

The cross portion of the logo was adopted by Lutheran Association
of Missionaries and Pilots U.S. after the organization merged with
the Council for Lutheran American Indian Ministries (CLAIM) in
2006. The colors of the Native cross communicate the ministry’s
mission to bring the life-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ to all peo-
ple — red, yellow, black and white. The tagline, “Christ’s Kingdom.
Every Native American Nation.” which resides under the ministry’s
name, was added to further identify and communicate the organi-
zation’s mission and purpose. Together, they signify that Jesus Christ
died and was resurrected for all people.

Unless otherwise noted Scripture verses in this booklet are taken from The New International Version.




LUTHERAN ASSOCIATION OF
MISSIONARIES AND PILOTS, U.S.

Dear Friend in Christ,

We consider it a great privilege to share with
you the Summer 2007 Devotions. It is our hope
and prayer that you will find inspiration and
encouragement in these pages.

All of the authors are members of our ministry
staff or are involved with us as ministry associ-
ates. The stories they share grow out of their
experiences in ministry as well as their own
Jjourney of faith.

Your generous gifts and prayers enable us to share the Good News of
Jesus with the lost in scattered and often very remote places in North
America. Please consider how you can help us to continue to take
God’s message of hope and healing to every Native American
Nation. Your partnership in this ministry can truly make a difference.

May the Spirit continue to hold you in the strong embrace of Jesus
Christ!

With sincere appreciation,

Lo 4 Jonoer

Rev. Dr. Don Johnson
Executive Director




SUNDAY « WEEK ONE

Mark 4:40
Acts 4:8

Learning to Swim

(40) He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still
have no faith?”

(8) Then Peter filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and
elders of the people!”

My son Jesse learned to swim and looked for the time to show me. He
was visiting in South Dakota and excitedly emailed me and then told me
over the phone of his new skill. He was so proud of his accomplishment.
Finally the day came and we went to the beach together. The summer
before Jesse told me he hated to go to the beach. I was pleasantly surprised
with his new enthusiasm. He got right into the water, put his goggles on,
dunked himself in the water, and then showed me how he could swim. I
told him I was so happy for him.

We are so much like Jesse. Many things we face in life bother us and
we don’t like uncomfortable experiences. We complain about the sand that
gets in our clothes, the cold water, and shrink back from squishy mud and
floating weeds. The sooner we leave an uncomfortable place the better we
feel.

The disciples were just like us. They loved being with Jesus when he
was taking care of all the problems. Then they faced a tough time and
Jesus was asleep! They got offended with him and wondered aloud
whether he even loved them or cared. Is this not so much like us when we
face hard, uncomfortable times? We get offended with God and complain.

Jesus just continued His training ministry and told His disciples He
was expecting them to use their own faith to deal with this problem of
their boat sinking into the sea. Eventually and after a lot of time and nur-
turing by Jesus the disciples learned their lessons. Then Jesus took off and
left them on their own.

Jesse learned a few things from his swim teacher, became filled with
confidence and turned his terrible beach experience into fun for him and
me. Peter learned a few things from Jesus and when the time arose to face
the tough challenge of the religious authorities he stood up filled with the
Holy Spirit and had a story to tell us. It is great to learn to swim with God!

O God and Father, teach us to trust you when we face circumstances and
situations that are outside our comfort zones. Teach us to obey and follow
wherever you may lead. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Adrian Jacobs
Ministry Staff
Brantford, Ontario



MONDAY « WEEK ONE

Romans 12:2 (ESYV)
Managing Life’s Transitions

Do not conform any longer to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is, his good,
pleasing and perfect will.

Transition for me has been a process, not a single event and it begs the question
what does God want from us here and now?

It has been my experience that the things which lead us to spiritual growth are
sometimes the things we resist because we do not understand how God works, molds us
and prepares us to do His will. Moral growth of our Christian walk is pleasing to God
and not necessarily to us. And we need to further realize that no improvement can be
made on the perfect will of God! Even though in our human weakness we sometimes
try to make God’s will happen.

As my wife Patricia and I travel around the campus of the Haskell Indian Nations
University I cannot help but think back to where we came from and how much change
and transition is taking place in our lives. I really struggled with my decision to come
and serve as God’s witness here. When I finally made the decision I discovered a new
peace and joy in obedience to God’s will. And God has given my family and me grace
in the transition to our new place.

Since we arrived here I have noted the challenge of transition in the lives of the
Student Body. All the students have come here in the pursuit of knowledge that should
help them achieve their future goals perhaps even a better life. Much like Patricia and 1.
They find they are in unfamiliar surroundings with precious few resources available to
them. This brings to my mind something that I truly love about my Indian People, our
ability to survive in unknown territory! Because of all the stresses we have endured, we
have had to be a very resilient group of people. A resiliency that I believe the Creator
placed in us, as He knew what we would be up against in this world.

As Patricia and I mingle and interact with students here I find we all share a com-
mon bond, a kinship if you will. I am pursuing a greater knowledge of the Scriptures
and will one day become an ordained Minister of the Gospel. The students are pursuing
other studies but I believe that the Creator has placed Patricia and I here to share all His
Good News with the Haskell University. What a privilege to be able to do this.

As we all pursue our education objectives we must keep in mind that it is good to
pursue higher knowledge but it is even better to pursue the highest knowledge of all.
And that is, knowing our Father God, and that He has a plan for each and every one of
us. A plan more perfect than anything we could imagine for ourselves. His grace
enables us to prosper through all of our transitions rooted in His higher calling on our
lives.

Jesus, Father we pray that you will reveal your perfect will to us so that we may minis-
ter your Word powerfully and skillfully and be a blessing to all whom we come in con-
tact with. Equip us to do the work in the world that you have called us to do. In Jesus’
name, Amen.

Will Main
Haskell LIGHT House Campus Ministry
Lawrence, Kansas



TUESDAY « WEEK ONE

1 Peter 5:7

Whoa, There, Grammy
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.

Things were getting a bit hectic during Vacation Bible School for the
6- to 9-year-olds.

The pifiata had been a smashing success — smashing was indeed the
right word. William was maniacally wild with the stick, whacking this
way and that in his fervor to bring the candy raining down onto the deck.
Children and teacher scattered to the edges of the boat in self-protection.

Soon whacking ended and cracking began — cracking open the fresh-
ly-caught and boiled crabs, eaten in messy abandonment on the stern of
the boat.

As I was helping maintain order, William, age 8, looked up at me (he
could never remember my name) and asked, “Grammy, are you sure you
can handle all this?” I think he had the situation right, but I was doing my
best.

That leaves us open to a big question — are we handling the things in
life right? Our jobs, our relationships, you name it. Again, we are remind-
ed in this verse to turn our concerns over to the Lord. Not simply asking
for His blessing on our goals but asking Him to reveal His goals for us.
Letting Him handle things. I know, it’s hard. I so want to handle things
my way.

More about William. He is a nice kid. We noticed William’s concern
for the other children. I was in the wheelhouse when a child arrived with a
piece of shelled crab with the message: “This is from William for
Grammy.” He took responsibility in a quiet way; perhaps he will be a
leader for his Haida people someday. He is also affectionate; one of my
favorite traits in a child.

Lord, we give Vacation Bible School to you — may the truths taught last
summer take hold in the children; Father, guide their lives. In Jesus’ name
we pray, Amen.

Alice Borg
First Mate, M/V CHRISTIAN
Wrangell, Alaska



WEDNESDAY « WEEK ONE

Isaiah 53:5

Mindful of His Grace

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our inig-
uities, the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his
wounds we are healed.

Just a few days ago the Holy Spirit used me to help lead an old Navajo
man to Christ. He was in jail for DUI. They could throw away the key this
time because it was his fourth offense. They had taken away his license to
drive sometime earlier on his third violation. After I introduced myself as a
friend of his family, he said something was wrong with his brain. I agreed
with him that indeed something was wrong with his brain, just like some-
thing was wrong with my brain. I said, “We all need Jesus.” Then I asked if
we could pray together for the healing of his mind. He said, “O.K.” So we
prayed. Then, being sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s prompting, I asked him,
“Would you like to pray to receive Jesus as your Lord and Savior?” He said
yes, he would like that very much. At that moment I saw him change. His
face brightened and the hurt went away from his eyes. I literally saw salva-
tion come upon that man. The prayer was just a formality.

Afterwards I shared Isaiah 53:4, 5 with him. “Surely He has born our
grief and carried our sorrows; (emotional healing) Yet we esteemed Him
stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our trans-
gressions, (spiritual healing). He was bruised (crushed), for our iniquities;
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him (mental healing) And by His
stripes we are healed.” (physical healing) (parenthesis mine) Over the years I
have learned the importance of a holistic approach in Native American min-
istry. Actually I think all people need to experience a Jesus who meets us in
all the places where the fall has cursed our lives.

It was good to see that man being saved by Jesus right before my very
eyes. It had an impact upon me. We who have been saved for a long time
sometimes forget how great our salvation really is. We forget the goodness
and grace of God. We forget that we could be in jail, suffering from the grip
of alcohol addiction, or worse. But we’ve been saved, healed, forgiven,
redeemed, and set free. We have inheritance. We are seated with Christ in
heavenly places. He calls us worthy, qualified and beloved. And so we are,
because of what He has done. Let’s not forget that. And let’s be thankful.

Lord Jesus help us to remember the price you paid to bring us wholeness
and healing. May we never take your grace for granted. In your Holy name,
Amen.

Stephen Watkins
Associate Ministry Staff
Flagstaff, Arizona



THURSDAY « WEEK ONE

Romans 8:16-17a

Children of God

The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.
Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with
Christ.

“Are you related to God?” I remember being asked that question by a
young Native American boy many years ago when I was a missionary on the
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in southwestern South Dakota.

At first I was a little taken aback by the question and wondered why he
had asked it. But after thinking about it for awhile, I found that it is a really
good question-a good question for each and every person.

“Are you related to God?” Of course, the initial response is, “Sure. We
all are related to God. He is our Father. He made us!” “Know that the Lord is
God. It is he who made us and we are his,” the psalmist tells us (Psalm
100:3). We are God’s children.

But that’s not all there is to our relationship with God. God has also
adopted us into His very family, as St. Paul writes, “In love he (God) predes-
tined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ...” (Eph. 1:5). “The
Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we
are children, then we are heirs-heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ” (Rom.
8:16-17a).

That is really good news. John tells us, “...to all who received him
(Christ), to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become chil-
dren of God—children born not of a natural descent, nor of human decision or
a husband’s will, but born of God” (John 1:12). “How great is the love the
Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that
is what we are!” (1 John 3:1).

That is the message we in Lutheran Association of Missionaries and
Pilots U. S. want to share with God’s people—especially His Native American
people. Our God is a God of love who wants all of His people to live in a
loving relationship with Him as their Father. And this is all possible because
Christ lived, died, and rose again to gain for us forgiveness and bring us and
all people into that right relationship with the Father.

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for making us Your dear children through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, who gave Himself that we might have forgiveness
and life eternal with You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Rev. Clark H. Gies
Director of Ministry
Fairfax, South Dakota



FRIDAY « WEEK ONE

Matthew 9:5
You’re Going to Lose Some!

Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,” or to say, ‘Get up and
walk’?

Pete died yesterday. Even after knowing him, caring about him and
witnessing to him for nine years he still lost his battle with alcohol and
drugs.

When I first began serving the Anishinaabeg of the Fond du Lac
Reservation I took some special training in ministry to people struggling
with addictions. A wise counselor, a mentor once told me to “never give
up on anyone.” But then he looked me in the eye and said, “Just remem-
ber, you’re going to lose some.” Pete is my first loss.

My former Pastor who had met him while doing jail ministry intro-
duced Pete to me. Pete was coming to our church for the first time. There
he stood, tall and foreboding. He was covered with tattoo’s, most of which
he received while in jail. He stood there with beads of sweat pouring
down his face. He was shaking as he told me he “couldn’t go in because
there were too many people in there.” We kept Pete and his family in our
prayers and visited regularly. Some time later he came to me asking if he
could help us in any way. “I just want to give something back for all the
times you were there for me and my family. I'd do anything for you
guys.”

He was always in and out of trouble but we reminded him of God’s
grace and continued to care about him. His faith became stronger and he
was planning on coming to our church for a visit soon. Then he and his
wife began having problems and the bottom fell out for him again. They
found him after he took an overdose of meth.

Did we fail Pete? Not really. Pete knew his Lord. Pete had faith that
God would always forgive. The demons won Pete’s body but praise God
we can be assured that they did not get his soul.

Lord bring strength to all the “Pete’s” who struggle with addictions. Send
us to them over and over again so we learn never to give up and help us
remember that Your forgiveness is the most important message we can
give them. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Sheila Peterson
Associate Staff
Cloquet, Minnesota



SATURDAY *« WEEK ONE

Psalm 116:1-2

For God’s Glory

I love the Lord. For he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy.
Because he turned his ear to me, I will call on him as long as I live.

One of the privileges I have is working with local leaders in commu-
nity evangelism. One of my acquaintances is Gary, a lay preacher and
musician who came to faith through a life of oppression, hurt, anger,
addictions to drugs and alcohol. At the end of his string he called out in
tears of rage and hurt to God to come make a difference in his life or let
him die. Then he passed out. When he woke up he felt different. He felt a
peace he had never known and no desire to have a drink or anything else
that would hurt his body. When he went to his house he opened the Bible
to Psalms and began to read and weep, giving thanks that God had heard
his cry.

Today, Gary travels to villages across central Alaska sharing his music
and the story of his renewal. It is a blessing to share ministry with him,
helping to make some travel possible and helping support his work. He
goes throughout the Yukon River communities in summer by small boat,
and helps the local economy in villages by purchasing his supplies and
fuel from village stores. His music program is very popular and he has a
strong influence with young adults in native communities as one from the
society who knows their hurts, struggles, the sense of loss and despair.

When we spoke about why his life was changed Gary had a simple
declaration. It wasn’t for anything he had done or deserved, but solely by
the grace of God and for His glory. “Do you know why we had success?”
he asks. “So we can make Him known.” Each place he goes Gary
declares, “All the glory goes to God”. One by one, we each touch people’s
lives. Does the circle of relationships around you know “All the glory
goes to God”?

Lord renew us with a heart to declare your praise in the world. Keep us in
your light each day, so we may truly be your servants. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

Dan Treakle

Lay Minister/Pilot
Fairbanks, Alaska
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SUNDAY « WEEK TWO

1 John 4:7 (ESV)
A Little Child will Lead

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves
has been born of God and knows God.

He looked up at me. Big brown eyes staring into mine. “I love God” he
exclaimed. These were the words of one of our dear four-year-old preschoolers.
It is so heart warming to have this young man, a child really, no more than four
feet tall, with bright eyes look straight at you and say, “I love God!” So sponta-
neous. So without reservation. And from the depth of his child’s heart.

This child knows the love of God. You see Mark* had heard the stories of
Jesus. He had heard the Good News that Jesus died for the bad things that he
had done and that He also arose again. He knows that God, through His Son
Jesus, offers His forgiveness to us and the promise of eternal life. Mark knows
God by the love revealed in God’s very own Son, Jesus. Now Mark reflects the
love he has experienced back to God by what he does and by what he says. What
a powerful example for our own faith in the profession of a little child.

With refreshing gusto Mark can sing the song “Jesus loves me”. He even
prays the Lord’s Prayer and states his faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
You should hear him and his classmates belt out “Onward Christian Solders”:

Like a mighty army moves the Church of God;
Brothers we are treading where the saints have trod.
We are not divided, all one body we,

One in hope and doctrine, One in charity.

Onward Christian soldiers, marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus going on before.

Mark is like so many others who know God through the love of Jesus. At
Jesus Our Savior Lutheran Preschool, on the Winnebago Indian Reservation in
northeast Nebraska, Mrs. Jana Inglehart and I share God’s love through His sav-
ing Word each and every day. And the children in turn bless us by reflecting
back to us the love God has bestowed upon them. Are you confident of God’s
love? Do you know Jesus as your Savior? You can be if you but come to Jesus
with a repentant heart and like a child, receive God’s gift of salvation through
His Son, Jesus.

Dear Heavenly Father, Creator God, we praise and thank you for your love
found in the life, death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus our Savior. We give
you glory for the work of your Holy Spirit through this life changing and
redeeming Word! In Jesus’ name, Amen.

*not his real name

Rev. Ricky Jacob
Associate Staff
Jesus our Savior Lutheran Outreach

Winnebago, Nebraska 1



MONDAY « WEEK TWO

Numbers 11:1

A Grateful Attitude

Now the people complained about their hardships in the hearing of the
Lord, and when he heard them his anger was aroused.

Lately I have been thinking about attitudes. I am not sure what the caus-
es but I’ve noticed in myself and others a tendency to complain about this or
that. Not all the time but enough to recognize it is wrong. I realize complain-
ing reflects a lack of trust in God to take care of our circumstances. People
who complain much do not trust God much.

I was reminded how serious this attitude is to God while reading the
story of Israel in the wilderness. A place we might describe as in between the
slavery they had endured in Egypt and the Promised Land or rest and pros-
perity yet to come that God had assured them was theirs if they just perse-
vered and trusted Him.

The people of Israel had witnessed God’s great deliverance and provi-
sion on a daily basis. Yet they could not stop themselves from complaining
about their present adversity. Fear, anxiety, distrust led to resentment and
complaining. They failed to remember how God had miraculously provided
and would provide for all their needs. Lack of faith generated complaints
which then caused God to bring judgment: “His anger was kindled, and the
fire of the Lord burned among them and consumed some of the outskirts of
the camp.” Num 11:1

In 1 Corinthians 10, Apostle Paul writes that such stories serve as a
warning to us about our behavior. In other words we need always to keep our
tendencies for complaints in check. We need to ask ourselves, “Is my life a
dry and rocky place lacking in joy and peace and the fullness of God’s provi-
sion?” Or one of joy and peace embracing my present circumstance, whether
good or bad, and by faith trusting God for a blessed outcome? I pray it is the
latter.

I believe there are people on the fringes of our lives who observe our
attitudes. How we behave affects them as well. An attitude of complaining
hurts us and it hurts them. More importantly it grieves God’s Spirit. “Give
thanks to the Lord for he is good and his love endures forever”.

Psalm 106:1

Lord God, forgive us for those times we have murmured and complained
against you. Give us grace to choose instead an attitude of gratefulness for
all your daily mercies. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Dave Sternbeck
Ministry Staff
Neah Bay, Washington
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TUESDAY « WEEK TWO

Philippians 2:5ff

Walk a Mile In My Shoes

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus ... taking the
very nature of a servant...

There is a native axiom that says, “You don’t understand my situation
until you have walked a mile in my moccasins.” Stop to think about it, it’s
true, we really cannot fully know or understand what another person may be
experiencing unless we could put ourselves in their shoes and actually live
their life for awhile.

A friend recently shared a story with me about an experience he had
while traveling on a desolate stretch of highway. He saw a family on the side
of the road standing outside their car. He stopped to see if he could be of
help. Their car had a flat tire, but their spare was discovered to be also flat.
He offered to take them to a nearby town to get their tire repaired. The father
stayed with the children and the car, and the mother accompanied my friend.

When they arrived at the tire repair shop, the woman apologized for hav-
ing neglected to ask her husband for money. She asked that if my friend
would pay for the repairs, her husband would reimburse him. My friend took
the tires inside to be repaired, and as the mechanic placed the tires on his
machine he muttered, “These look like ‘Indian tires’.” When the tire was
removed from the rim my friend could see the tire had been repaired several
times before.

It didn’t take long to complete the repairs. My friend paid the mechanic,
and together he and the woman returned to the husband, children and car
they had left on the highway. After my friend helped mount the tire on the
car, the family thanked him. As the husband and father of the family paid
him, the man said, ““You know they would have charged me at least twice as
much to repair these tires, if they would have repaired them at all.”

You see, the family my friend stopped to help was an American Indian
family. My friend told me that experience forever changed his attitude
toward our Native American brothers and sisters. Stereotypes abound in our
culture, but in Christ those stereotypes are set aside. Jesus put Himself in our
place, and in the place of all people, to experience every dimension of our
lives, and to set us free from condemnation, criticism, guilt and stereotypes.
He did it out of love for us and all humankind. “[Our] attitude should be the
same as that of Jesus...”

Lord, help me to set aside stereotypes and prejudices that hinder my lov-
ing others as you have loved me. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Paul Brinkman, Pastor
Director of Development
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WEDNESDAY « WEEK TWO

Isaiah 11:3,4

Seeing Things a Different Way

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he
hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with jus-
tice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.

The young native woman who greeted me was troubled. I could see the
woundedness in her eyes and sense the anxiety in her voice. “Pray for me”
she pleaded. “T used to follow God but I have fallen away and I don’t know
why!” She was doing drugs and alcohol. I just wanted to hug her and tell her
God loves you. I had known her family history. Her father had deserted the
family when she was a baby. Her mother had died when she was a child.
Eventually she was separated from her siblings. There was a long list of
abandonment’s in her life from an early age. And with a failed marriage on
top of everything else the losses kept accumulating. Not having anyone to
help her work through her grief meant that she was left to manage her own
darkness. Cursed by the Fall, none of us are capable of healing our wounds.
Too often we turn to self-medication to dull the inner hurt. Addictions result
— almost always rooted in unresolved grief and disappointment. And most
often, the person caught up in addictive behavior buries deep within their
psyche, the sordid trail of abandonment’s, grief’s and indictments experi-
enced in life. These often result in bitterness. Bitterness prevented her from
trusting God, rendering God’s grace ineffective in her life and leaving her
alienated, angry, depressed and unable to follow God.

I agreed to pray for her. But not before I shared with her that God under-
stood her wounded soul and that He wanted to heal her hurts. But she needed
to acknowledge her bitterness and relinquish her right to be angry, then seek
God’s forgiveness through His Son Jesus Christ. My counsel surprised her.
She hadn’t thought about unresolved issues from her past as having an
impact on her ability to trust God. I left her, hoping what I shared might help
her believe God loved her and had the power to heal her brokenness.

When God looks upon us He sees past our outward behaviors to the
deeper, inner wounds of the soul. He will “not judge by what he sees” or by
“what he hears”. God desires that we acknowledge our past grief and sorrow
and then come to Him for forgiveness, healing and grace to live for Him.

O God, you see clearly all the grief, disappointment and indictments of life
we experience. Deliver us from bitterness, free us from self-efforts to dull the
pain and enable us to walk in love and freedom. In Jesus name, Amen.

Rev. Dr. Don Johnson
Executive Director
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THURSDAY « WEEK TWO

Proverbs 3:5-6
God Answers Prayer

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understand-
ing; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.

Nothing is impossible to God. When you pray believe and begin to thank
God for answering your prayer. I have come to understand this more and more
as I grow in faith and my walk with Jesus. Let me provide just one illustration
from the ministry my husband Will and I serve among the native students at
Haskell Indian Nations University.

As you may know my husband and I accepted the offer to leave our home
in Canada to move to the U.S. It was for us a step of faith, a move from the
familiar and safe to the unknown. But we began with this premise. We have a
destiny from God. He has given us gifts and talents to use in service of others
for His glory. All the circumstances we experience, when submitted to Him,
help to make us grow stronger and to be made more useful as His witnesses.
As children of God we are therefore to be a light in this dark world.

When we arrived on campus after a summer of preparing to move, I
prayed that God would open a door on campus for me to teach a Vision Quest
class to students. This is a course designed to help student’s transition to the
college environment. I thought to myself, teaching this class would be a great
way to introduce myself to students and get to know them. Thus providing an
opportunity for me to help them discover that God has a great purpose for their
lives.

One day shortly after we arrived on campus a student said “You would
make a good Vision Quest instructor.” Not long after someone from the school
contacted me to see if I would teach the Vision class. “Send your resume.” |
was soon invited to meet the lady in charge of the class. She asked, “Would
you be willing to co-teach the class?” I sat trying to be cool, calm and collect-
ed. I said almost matter of factly, “Yes, I think I can teach the class.”
Meanwhile, I’'m jumping with joy inside saying, “yes!” As I leave the office
once again amazed at God’s faithfulness I began to thank God for answered
prayer.

God says, “if you ask anything in my name it will be given.” What we ask
for of course must be submitted to His will and not our own. But He does
promise to provide all we need. We need only to pray and believe and to thank
Him for answering our prayer.

Dear Father God, you promise to answer our prayers. Teach us to seek only
your will and honor to your name in all that we pray. And help us believe that
with you nothing is impossible. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Patricia Main
Haskell LIGHT House Campus Ministry
Lawrence, Kansas
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FRIDAY « WEEK TWO

Psalm 51:3

Eek!

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.

“Let’s go to Eek!” I hear those words every year at Vacation Bible
School. All the children from Hydaburg love to go there. Eek is a small
inlet with a stream flowing into it. This fishing and camping spot has been
a Haida favorite for generations. Many sockeye salmon run up the stream,
spawning in the lake at its headwaters.

The big attraction is the stream. In Southeast Alaska, salt water sur-
rounds us. It is everywhere. We swim, fish, and play in salt water. It rusts
our boats and leaves a sticky film on shivering bodies.

But the stream at Eek is fresh. Soap, shampoo, conditioner and towels
jump into the skiff along with expectant bodies.

Off to the stream we go for play and washing. Ohhh, so refreshing.
Clean pink bodies bounce back onto the CHRISTIAN. Shiny faces with
freshly combed hair fill the boat with newness and contentment.

A clean new start. Certainly, we’ll need to bathe again...we’re so soon
soiled...but how refreshing the wash. How good to be clean.

I’m also drawn to that cleansing stream flowing from the cross. No
soap and shampoo necessary, just Jesus. Love and forgiveness wash over
me. I am clean and refreshed. Alas, I’'m soon soiled and need to wash
again but oh the joy of that dip in the river of life.

From the waters I rise new each new day happily blinking the water
from my eyes to see Him more clearly.

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within
me. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Rev. Elvin Borg

Pastor/Skipper, M/V CHRISTIAN
Wrangell, Alaska
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SATURDAY « WEEK TWO

1 Peter 1:6-7

Like a Pearl

In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to
suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith — of greater
worth than gold...may be proven genuine and may result in praise...

It is said that a pearl, the gemstone, comes from an oyster. While researching
this topic I found that the formation of a natural pearl beings when a foreign sub-
stance, such as a grain of sand, slips into the oyster between the mantle and the
outer shell. This grain of sand then, irritates the oyster. The oyster’s natural reac-
tion is to cover it up to protect itself from the grain of sand. The oyster uses lay-
ers of what is known as nacre, the same substance that creates the shell, to cover
up the irritant. This process of protection eventually forms what we know as “the
pearl.” This is the same pearl that is considered to be rare, valuable, and is used
to make expensive jewelry.

When I read this I was reminded of a Biblical teaching in regards to our faith.
In 1 Peter 1:6-7, it says that we are to keep the faith though we may have to suffer
grief in all kinds of trials. If we stand firm in our faith in the midst of these trials,
our faith is proven to be genuine. It is this genuine faith that exalts our Lord Jesus
before the world.

Peter’s exhortation to stand strong when hard things come emphasizes the
genuine faith that can come out of it. It is this genuine faith that will bring praise
to our Lord Jesus. It is this genuine faith that will bring glory and honor to Him.
And this is the purpose of our entire existence.

It is our genuine faith that is refined when hard things come into our lives
just as the grain of sand, an irritant, begins the making of the pearl. In both
instances, something beautiful, rare, and costly is borne out of hard circum-
stances. Both our faith and the pearl are created or produced out of what is diffi-
cult. This is the faith that gives us the living hope in God in the midst of
suffering.

Therefore, let us not be weary in the midst of our struggles but be reminded
that this is when genuine faith is borne. Let us stand up again and in standing up,
in the midst of suffering, our Lord Jesus is exalted. I think of some First Nations
Christian Elders who have endured many trials and are still faithful. I see them as
pearls as they remain faithful.

Dear Father in Heaven, Help us not to be weary in our struggles. Help us to
remember that our trials produce faith in our lives and that this faith brings glory
to God. Thank you for your grace in all these things. In Jesus Name, Amen.

Linda Martin
Ministry Staff
Sioux Lookout, Ontario
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SUNDAY « WEEK THREE

2 Peter 3:7
Looking for Pahana

By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept
for the day of judgement and destruction of ungodly men.

We often are concerned when we see our world changing, glaciers melting, sum-
mers getting hotter, ozone layers shrinking — global warming. And perhaps we
should. Yet there is a day coming when this whole earth will be consumed by fire
and human beings will have nothing to do with it. It will be God bringing judgement
on ungodliness. Before this fateful day comes we have the mercy of God giving us
time to reach others with the Good News of Jesus. How much time only God knows.

The Hopi people of Arizona have a prophecy that this world will be destroyed
by fire. They also believe that the world has been destroyed three times and that we
are living in the fourth world. Each of the previous worlds were destroyed because of
great wickedness among people. The Hopi believe they survived the flood that
destroyed the previous world.

They wait now in anticipation of meeting Pahana, their lost white brother. Even
after almost 500 years of encounter with Europeans many Hopi do not believe they
have met their lost white brother yet. This is because they believe their lost white
brother was to treat them with respect and to learn from them. Together they would
complete what was lacking in each other’s knowledge and be one family under the
Creator. Not unlike the Acts 17:26,27 “From one man he made very national of men,
that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them
and the exact places where they should live. God did this so that men would seek
him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one
of us.”

Sadly the Hopi have experienced great disappointment, disrespect, loss of lands,
forced conversion to Catholicism, and spiritual and governmental abuse. It is no
wonder they are disillusioned with the Christianity they have been exposed to. With
the exception of some individuals who have become believers they have yet to expe-
rience a true encounter with Jesus. The Christianity they have seen has little resem-
blance to the Jesus of the New Testament.

Nevertheless, the Hopi believe that this world will one day be recreated by the
Creator and that finally things will once again be what the Creator had originally
intended. It is my prayer that before the fires of judgment remake this world, the
Hopi will encounter Pahana, their lost white brother, and one day experience the
unity and discover our purpose together which is to know Christ Jesus as Savior and
Lord of all. Then will be fulfilled God’s purpose in bringing us together.

Oh healing Father, Creator of all, teach us to learn from each other the lessons of
life you have infused into our various cultures that are intended to point us to you as
our Lord and Savior and to make us to be a blessing to one another. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

Adrian Jacobs
Ministry Staff
Brantford, Ontario
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“And the Gospel must first be preached to all Nations.”
Mark 13:10

CHRIST CAME TO SAVE ALL PEOPLE OF EVERY NATION, INCLUDING EVERY NATIVE AMERICAN
NATION. AND THAT’S OUR MISSION.

A Ministry to Native Americans by Native Americans

At Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots U.S., our
ministry of help, healing, and sharing the hope of the Gospel to
Native Americans is carried out by an increasing number of clet-
gy and lay leader field staff who are Native Indian. They know
what it’s like to be both Christian and Native American.They
know what Native Americans face because they themselves have
faced the brokenness and wounding that has resulted from
forced changes and the reservation system.And they often use
traditional languages, music and stories to share Christ’s message
of love, compassion and redemption.

Bible studies, workshops, and leadership training are designed
specifically to encourage, enable and equip Native believers to
not only take ownership of their Christian faith, but to take it to
the rest of the world and especially to their own people.

The fact that Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots
U.S. is largely a ministry to Native Americans by Native
Americans is not only what makes us unique, it also enables us
to better address the complex needs and challenges facing
Native ministries.

Instability resulting
from centuries of cul-
ture clashes and neglect
now translates into
alcohol and substance
abuse, high rates of sui-
cide, and generations of
poverty — a curse
passed on from genera-
tion to generation to
individuals and entire
communities.

Continued on page 22
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Christ’s Kingdom. Every Native American Nation

Add to these the fact that our mission fields are typically hard
to reach — both physically and spiritually.

And today less than 3% of Native American people know
Jesus Christ as their personal Savior.

You Lift the Bowl

In Matthew 5, Jesus tells us,“You are the light of the world. A
city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp
and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it
gives light to everyone in the house.”

The generosity and faithful prayer support of caring
Christians like you is what makes the ministry of the Lutheran
Association of Missionaries and
Pilots U.S. possible. You lift the
bowl and uncover the Light of
Life found only in Christ for all
Native people to see.You help
to put it on the stand to give
light to all the “houses” of every
Native American tribe and
nation.

Please consider providing
a generous gift of support
today to belp us continue
shining the life-changing light
of Christ’s love into the bearts
of Native Americans.
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MONDAY « WEEK THREE

Ecclesiastes 3:1
A Time to Every Purpose

To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the
heaven.

Gardening can be difficult on the Makah Reservation in Neah Bay.
The soil is just too acidic. Two years ago when a new roof was put on the
church, most of the overgrown bushes were cut down beside the front
entries. For a work project, the Morning Star Girl’s Club decided to
replant that area.

Makah girls ages 6-12 were excited to pitch in taking up sod, weeds,
and old roots. Weed blocker was laid down and stones for raised beds put
in place. Large bags of dirt and bark were wheeled and dumped. The girls
put two benches together and round stepping stones were put in place.
Finally, we chose plants for each bed.

Then came the summer drought, the flooding winter rains and severe
winds, the gray days, and droves of slugs. You might be surprised how big
these slimy things can get or how numerous in this wet, mild climate. But
back to my story. Some of the plants couldn’t weather the heat, the rains,
the winds or pests. But others are beginning to come to life. They will sur-
vive and be bigger and stronger this summer than last.

As I watch the girls in our club grow and face each new challenge that
is peculiar to them in this native village, it is impossible not to won-
der...Will some shrivel under the heat of family strife? Or drown in the
hopelessness caused by the abuse of alcohol and drugs some of them
experience in their home? When they come to each meeting with shining
faces like the sweet face of the garden pansy I have to stop and pray for
them. Each one by name. My prayer is that God will keep them preserved
through all the adversities I know they face.

I know many people, maybe you as well, have experienced your own
trials in life. At times you may have been stretched to the limits of your
tolerance. But discovered just at the right time God’s grace not only to
take you through the difficult times but also to make you stronger as a
result. Praise God for His mercy. Let’s pray...

Father God, you have planted us here for such a time and purpose that
only you know. Through the storms that come our way, sink our roots deep
in the faith and bring us back each year full of life, larger and stronger
than the year before. In your Son’s name, Amen.

Rosemary Sternbeck
Ministry Staff
Neah Bay, Washington
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TUESDAY » WEEK THREE

Ephesians 6:18 (NLT)

Being Prayerfully There

Pray at all times and on every occasion in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Stay alert and persistent in your prayers for all Christians everywhere.

Linda and I had just returned from an exhausting ministry trip which
involved miles of traveling. We were tired and needed rest. We certainly did
not have the energy to do any heavy counseling. I remember being in the
kitchen getting a cup of tea when someone was at the door knocking. Before
we knew it a young mother was in the middle of the kitchen bearing her
heart. Her daughter was lying in the hospital close by after having made an
attempt on her life.

We had not time or energy to do any “official counseling” that night but
God used us any way. We simply listened and then after hearing her heart
asked if we could pray for them. We realized that there were some real spiri-
tual battles taking place. There was a lot of fear and she just didn’t know
which way to turn.

Our area of the north has experienced much spiritual darkness and what
seems often to be real demonic activity. It has been so real and evident at
times that even non-Christian leaders have been asking us to do something
about it. Although we are trained counselors we know that at times we must
leave our techniques behind and simply call upon the name of the Lord.

As we prayed she felt God do something special. She felt a peace come
over her and the entire situation. She had been flown in from a more north-
ern community to see her daughter in the hospital. When she left our home
we could sense she had the peace and strength she needed to be with her
daughter. She also experienced a sense of hope in a dark time. She had a
sense her daughter would be alright and that the powers of darkness would
not have their way.

In our age of science and technology we are tempted to leave out prayer.
We are tempted to believe in our abilities and techniques and forget what
God asks us to do. He calls us to depend on Him most of all and asks us to
be people of prayer. I challenge you to take time for prayer today.
Remember, sometimes, we have not because we ask not.

Dear Lord, Help us to take the time to pray. Help us to be people of prayer
because we know that with faith even mountains move. We ask you to move
us from the darkness that sometimes surrounds us and move us into your
perfect light. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Rick Martin
Ministry Staff
Sioux Lookout, Ontario
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WEDNESDAY « WEEK THREE

John 15:4-5

Go - No Go

Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by
itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you
remain in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me
and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.

The M/V CHRISTIAN was provisioned, the mechanical systems were
in order, the itinerary was finalized, the weather was great, and the crew
was aboard and ready to go. All that remained was to fire up the engine,
power up the navigation electronics, and cast off the lines.

But hold everything, the Global Positioning System icon on the com-
puter screen glowed red — “no signal” it warned. We pooled our computer
skills and exhausted our ideas, attempting to make the functioning GPS
communicate with the navigation computer. All to no avail. No GPS
meant no go. The disappointed crew disembarked and went home. A few
phone calls lined up a computer whiz who would help us in the morning:
a high school student.

The expert came with the morning. Fifteen seconds, maybe thirty, cer-
tainly less than a minute and the green light replaced the red — “GPS OK”.
Way too easy, it seemed, but the trip was now a “go”.

As we cast off, now safely on our way, I thought about the mission of
the CHRISTIAN. Sometimes life seems all set for living. All the neces-
sary ingredients, the people, the machines, the education, the jobs, every-
thing in place but no progress is made, something is wrong. The answer is
so simple a child can know and share it — Jesus. He gives meaning, pur-
pose, hope, and a destination, and even though the journey may be stormy
and difficult, He will see us safely home. What Good News, news the
M/V CHRISTIAN carries to Southeast Alaska.

Dear Father God, you have provided all we need to navigate through life.
Teach us to abide in your Son, Jesus so that we never get lost or go
astray. Send us your Holy Spirit if life’s trials take us away from your
leading, that we might find wholeness once again. In Jesus name, Amen.

Melvin Borg

Elvin’s Brother and Occasional

Volunteer Skipper on the M/V CHRISTIAN
Canby, Oregon
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THURSDAY « WEEK THREE

James 1:6
Confidence in Jesus

But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who
doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.

I am Navajo and I serve God among my own people in the town of
Navajo, New Mexico. When I share God’s Word I try to be very specific
about what God’s Word says. One reason I do this is that when we were
growing up, most of us were told what to believe. Our old religion still
has a hold on many of our people. Sadly, some are still trying to make a
decision on when to believe and serve and many others continue to
believe it’s okay to serve the Navajo gods and also live a Christian life. As
a Navajo and a Christian I find that this is not possible. One cannot
embrace two opposing beliefs. The person who tries becomes like the
wind blown waves, tossed this way and that. But never settled, never at
peace, never able to receive anything from God.

Through the years of ministry among my own people I have observed
so many lives tossed to and fro by doubts and all kinds of troubles, fear
and anxieties because they do not know how to trust in God. These prob-
lems are vexing to them. I pray that God will take away the blindfold
from their eyes so they can begin to see and understand God’s love and
patience. I want my people to come to know God and to love Him and
trust Him just as I have. To experience His grace in their lives so their tri-
als and tribulations are transformed from darkness to light, so that Jesus
can be their personal Savior just as He is mine.

My prayer for you is the same as it is for my people. That is that God
will strengthen our faith, grant us wisdom and teach us perseverance
through all of our trials so that we do not give up. And to know that God
is in control. We need only to believe in His Son, Jesus Christ and trust
Him.

Dear Father God, teach us to trust in you and your Son, Jesus whom you
sent to be our Savior. Teach us patience through our trials and persever-
ance. In Jesus name we pray, Amen.

Louise Lee

Associate Ministry Staff
Navajo, New Mexico
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FRIDAY « WEEK THREE

Hebrews 13:2
A Divine Encounter

Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained
angels without knowing it.

As we walked and prayed on the grounds of the Haskell Indian Nations University
campus, in Lawrence, Kansas, it was with joyful anticipation. I could not wait to see one
of the students that I had an encounter with when Patricia and I had first visited the cam-
pus one year earlier. At the time we had been invited to consider working as a husband and
wife team in ministry to the students. When I first met Mike, an Alaskan Indian, I was
quite impressed. When I asked him what he liked best about Haskell his answer was sim-
ple and straightforward. He said “I like it here because I get three meals a day and I have a
roof over my head.” I thought to myself how wonderful it would be if all people were that
easy to please. It seems that his answer is so contrary to the way we live our lives today.

Our society is so self absorbed and we have a fast food mentality. We often feel that
things must come to us instantly. If not our patience wears thin. I found myself doing a
self examination after my encounter with Mike. You see all too often I fall into the “Me
first” trap. I forget so quickly what God has done for my family and me. It was not so long
ago that I was on the verge of losing all that I have been blessed with. But God intervened.
His Holy Spirit saved me in the nick of time.

Not long after our arrival at Haskell I finally had my reunion with Mike. I found him
on registration day and as we shook hands I asked him “Do you remember me?” His
answer was once again simple and straightforward, “Yes I do”. I longed to tell him how
meeting him had played such an important role in our decision to accept the offer to serve
in ministry and to move to Lawrence. Our decision to accept the ministry offer had been a
struggle.

I met Mike two nights later at Highlight night and I was then able to sit down with
him and share with him what a blessing meeting him had been to me, and what a powerful
influence his humble answer a year before had been and how our discussion with him
influenced our decision to come to Lawrence. He was blown away to say the least. He
couldn’t imagine something he said influenced us. Mike and a few of his friends came by
the Haskell LIGHT House not long thereafter for a supper. I sense in him a good heart and
a need to experience the Jesus who has touched my life. I look forward to seeing more of
him in the future as he is curious to see what his new Canadian buddy will be up to next.
And I pray he will come to know Jesus as I have.

My experience in my relationship with Mike illustrates how sometimes God places
certain people across our path in this journey we call life for a reason. Sometimes chance
encounters have a Divine purpose. We have to be aware of God’s working in our lives
through people that we may not expect have a Divine influence in our lives. I am reminded
of the Bible verse from Hebrew 13:2 “Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing
some people have entertained angels without knowing it.

I'look forward with joyful expectation to what God has in store for this new relation-
ship.

O God, teach us to recognize those moments of Divine encounter. May we see and under-
stand your purpose in what seems chance meetings and fulfill your purpose in our
encounter. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Will Main
Haskell LIGHT House

Lawrence, Kansas 7



SATURDAY « WEEK THREE

Psalm 34:8

At least I Like Octopus

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

I’'m a “poor” Alaskan gal - I don’t like crab. Eight-year-old William
shelled a piece for me and sent it to me in the wheelhouse. I thanked the
messenger but surreptitiously dispatched the crab over the side of the
boat. I can eat it, but I don’t like it. Oh I know some of you may cringe at
my having tossed such a delicacy!

One day on the CHRISTIAN, someone came to us with a donation of
octopus. We were told that it needed pounding to tenderize it, otherwise it
is like chewing a rubber tire. Ty, a 10-year-old guest, gleefully undertook
the job, pounding it so vigorously that our breadboard needed sanding
afterwards. Our volunteers and I ate our first sample of octopus.
Surprisingly, I liked it.

What does the Bible mean by “taste” and see that the Lord is good?
Perhaps it means to try Him, as we gamely tried the octopus. To test Him,
to trust Him. Many of our Vacation Bible School teachers and helpers
have invited and encourage the children to put their trust in the Lord, to
let Him into their lives. Many have accepted that invitation.

Sadly, Sunday School is lacking and churches are non-existent in a
few of the communities. But the seed is planted. Children, even though
they may stray in their teen or adult years, have this memory, this “seed”
to claim for a pivotal point in their lives.

One morning, a man, slightly unsteady after a few pre-breakfast
drinks, visited us on the boat. As he left, he told Elvin that he wanted to
pray. He kneeled down by the storage chest in the hall, Elvin kneeling
with him, and he prayed a childhood prayer learned at his mother’s knee.
Sadly caught in the chains of alcoholism, his heart for the moment was in
tune with his Creator. He had tasted of the goodness of God and claimed
it for himself right then.

The feast is spread for those of us who trust in the Lord. We are invit-
ed once again to “taste and see that the Lord is good.”

Gladly we come to your table, Lord. We remember your promises and
know that you are good and want only good for us and we thank you. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Alice Borg

First Mate, M/V CHRISTIAN
Wrangell, Alaska
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SUNDAY « WEEK FOUR

Mark 10:14

When to be a Child

He said to them, Let the little children come to me and do not hinder
them, for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.

One of the joys of being a pastor is having opportunity from time to
time to visit with people you had occasion to baptize or marry — as in per-
form the wedding. I need to clarify this a bit because of an experience
with a precious little native girl. She stood there, big brown eyes staring
incredulously at me one day while her mother who had once been in my
Sunday School, introduced me as, “This is the man who baptized me and
married me!” With eyes growing even bigger the little girl said, ““You mar-
ried him?!” “No, no” her mom said, “I mean he performed the wedding
when your dad and I were married.” Was she ever relieved!

Children, especially the very young, take things very literally and
believe things readily. It is a great quality — to be so transparent and trust-
ing — especially when it comes to having faith in Jesus. Jesus explained “I
tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the Kingdom of God like a
little child will never enter it.”” Mark 10:15. Childlike faith and trust are
actually a necessity when it comes to faith.

However, as we mature physically and develop the capacity for dis-
cernment we tend to look at things with a more critical eye, which is natu-
ral. Life’s experiences however are sometimes harsh and painful and often
erode our childlike faith leading to doubts about God’s goodness. The
world too with its temptations strains our loyalties to God dulling spiritual
sensitivities and casting doubt about the Bible. And so we are caught in a
dynamic paradox: The natural process of mental and physical maturity
that we need to make critical decisions in a complex world, and the need
to retain childlike faith that trusts God implicitly even when life doesn’t
seem to make sense. It is an inner tension we all face. And so we have this
dynamic that while the Bible encourages us to mature beyond childhood
in our knowledge of God’s Word, we are implored to be like children in
our trust of His Word. That is, to read, believe and trust it as God’s author-
ity for our lives.

Oh God our Father, graciously grant me childlike faith to trust you for
salvation and maturity of faith to trust you through all of my life’s circum-
stances, that through it all, my life might honor you. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

Rev. Dr. Don Johnson
Executive Director
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MONDAY « WEEK FOUR

Psalm 19:12

Oh, God, Change Me

Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults.

With a tear in her eyes, her hand slipped up to request a prayer.
“Would you pray,” she said, “That the Lord would change my heart and
use me as an agent of change in my family.”

For years, this lovely woman has been praying for the salvation of her
family. Lord change them was a fervent request that she had been peti-
tioning the Lord on behalf of her husband and children. Now she was
coming to a place where her life and motives were being called to change
from a temporal view to an eternal one. From, “If you change them, my
life would be better” to “Change me Lord so that their lives can be better.”
The Holy Spirit had been convicting her.

I was deeply moved by the transformation that I saw in this life. The
other centered love that shows us the life of Christ. It is true, that to the
degree we can die to self, the resurrected life of Christ in us begins to be
lived out through our lives. Paul said in 2 Corinthians 4:10-12, “We
always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of
Jesus may also be revealed in our body. For we who are alive are always
being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that His life may be revealed
in our mortal body. So then death is at work in us, but life is at work in
you.”

In this way this woman is becoming an ambassador for Christ.
Through her acknowledgement of her own selfishness and repentance God
is remaking her. God is beginning to make His appeal through her to her
family, to be reconciled to God through Christ Jesus. “For He made Him
sin, who knew no sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness
of God.” 2 Cor 5:21. Therein lies the key to our own righteousness.
Christ’s righteousness manifest in us.

Lord, you know the motives of our hearts. You see even the things of our
lives that we do not. Show us, forgive us and change us so that we can be
useful for your Kingdom. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

David Sternbeck

Ministry Staff
Neah Bay, Washington
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TUESDAY « WEEK FOUR

Romans 6:4
Kill The Indian To Save The Man

We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of
the Father, we too may live a new life.

The history of what happened to native peoples following the arrival
of the white man on the shores of the North American continent is not
pretty. In fact, it is filled with pain and anguish. We may prefer to think of
pristine settings in which natives and settlers feasted together, but such
scenes, if they existed at all, were few and far between. The facts of what
transpired bring shame on many of the early settlers and on our nation in
subsequent years. The church shares in much of the shame because of its
banal role as accomplice in this tragedy.

Visit the Haskell Cultural Center and Museum at the Haskell Indian
Nations University campus in Lawrence, Kansas, and you will see and
experience much of that history. The government employed a strategy of
trying to change the culture of the native community by taking children
from their homes and sending them to boarding schools to learn the ways
of the white man. At these schools the children were taught to forsake the
traditions and lifestyle of their families and tribes. In 1887 Captain
Richard C. Pratt, founder of one of the early schools for native children,
wrote, “’kill the Indian to save the man.” It was a notion, though often
unspoken, that would shape government policies for years to come.

The hurt and pain is so deep-seated that it has permeated generation
after generation and in many families continues to this day. There is a
need for healing, for those who are suffering because of injury as well as
for those who are descendants of the perpetrators of the evil or who even
today carry on the injustice. The transformational healing that changes
broken lives and tames the hatred in our souls comes to us all through
Jesus Christ. Jesus suffered the ultimate injustice, a sinless man carrying
the sins of us all to the cross on Calvary. He died doing that, for you and
me, and for all people.

In Christ we bury the past, and in Christ we experience healing. And
just as Christ was raised from the dead, we too are raised to “live a new
life.”

Lord, help us to die to sin and live to you. Bring us newness of life in all
our thoughts, words and deeds. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Paul Brinkman, Pastor
Director of Development
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WEDNESDAY « WEEK FOUR

Philippians 3:14

Winning The Prize

I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus.

In our present society there is so much emphasis on being number one. If
you come in second you are not the winner. But how does God view this?

The Apostle Paul does encourage us to think of ourselves as athletes. He uses
athletes in training to describe how we should train as followers of Jesus. In 1
Corinthians 9:24-27 (NLT) Paul describes how he disciplines his, ... body like
an athlete, training it to do what it should.” Earlier in verse twenty-four he writes;
“You must run in such a way that you will win.” Yes, I believe that God calls us
to do our best and to win but how is it that we win in His eyes?

I am sometimes tempted to be discouraged when I see how much some peo-
ple have achieved compared to myself. Yet, I try and look at it the other way
around to be inspired by people who have taken a little and done so much with it.
This encourages me to do the same with what God has given me.

Of course all of this is by God’s grace as He gives us our dreams and our
motivation. I continue to be inspired by the Jonathan Chee Choo story. I remem-
ber him as a cute little native boy who had a dream of being a professional athlete
one day. People said he could not do it being from an isolated northern reserve.
But he did. Yet, it was not easy. Like Paul he “disciplined his body.” For years
and years he trained. As a boy he skated and skated and skated. His father, a
native pastor, made a small ice rink out behind his house where he would practice
and practice and practice. As he got older he went into strict weight training, run-
ning, lifting weights and all sorts of other training programs. As a family friend
I’ve seen this first hand and to see Jonathan receive the NHL trophy for the most
goals in a season this past year and to be named to the all star team this year,
made me think of the fact that he did win the prize in more than one way. To be
the top goal scorer in the most competitive hockey league in the world is an
achievement. Yet, this young Christian man is a winner in God’s eyes not because
he won this earthly trophy but because he took what he was given and did the
best he could with the talents he had.

Most of us do not become professional athletes yet we are still called to
“...run straight to the goal with purpose in every step.” 1 Corinthians 9:26 (NLT)
God calls us to be all that we can be for His glory all while resting in His grace.
When our goal is to please God we will receive the prize. He will surprise you
with what He can do through you here on earth.

Dear Lord, Thank you for all you have given me. Please help me enjoy these gifts
and use them for your honor and glory. Help me find the joy of giving it my best
as I desire to love and serve you with all my heart, soul, mind and body. Thank
you again for your love. In Jesus name, Amen.

Rick Martin
Ministry Staff

Sioux Lookout, Ontario -



THURSDAY « WEEK FOUR

Romans 8:30b
Selected By God

...those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified

St. Augustine once said, “God loves each of us as if there were only
one of us to love.” We can’t get lost from God, even in the crowded condi-
tions of today. He always knows where we are and what we need. If you
doubt it, read again the story of Jesus and the sick woman. She touched
Jesus in the midst of a whole throng of people and immediately Jesus
asked, “Who touched Me?” The disciples answered, “There are hundreds
of people around You, Lord, and You ask, “Who touched Me?’” Jesus
insisted someone with a great need had touched Him. He paused and the
woman who had touched Him came forward. And she was healed.

We can never hold to the excuse that we are too busy to be aware of
God’s presence nor to speak to Him. We can pray in any given situation
and wherever we may be—doing the dishes—cultivating the crops—
working on homework—relaxing at the lake—going on vacation. The
simple awareness of God’s presence makes a difference.

We need to remember wherein lies our hope—that there is only one
thing that is going to endure—and that is the Kingdom of God. All else
will perish. Miss out on that and you have missed out on everything.

We are selected by God to be His very own. And not only did He
select us to be His, He called us—He justified us—making us right with
Himself through Jesus Christ so that we might share His glory.

God is in control of all things. The Spirit of life and love and faith has
not changed just because scientists have uncovered some of the secrets of
the subnuclear world.

All of life must be seen in relation to God’s purpose—that life is more
than little segments we can call good or bad—that our life is designed by
God—that we are chosen by Him—that we are redeemed, restored, for-
given by Him—and that we shall one day and for all eternity share in His

glory.

Thank You, Father, for loving each and every one of us, and for calling us
to be Your very own through the redemption that is ours through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Rev. Clark H. Gies

Director of Ministry
Fairfax, South Dakota
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FRIDAY « WEEK FOUR

Psalm 66:1-3a
Sing Praises to His Name

Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth! Sing out the honor of His
name; make His praise glorious. Say to God, “How awesome are your
works! All the earth shall worship you and sing praises to you, they shall
praise your name.”

The Alaska summer had started clear and fresh, everything green and
well watered. But as the days wore on the weather shifted to excessively
dry conditions and as often happens in extreme dry seasons our area had
wild fires all across the state. Smoke filled the air, making travel difficult
and visibility reduced to fog like levels. One weekend in one of the vil-
lages along the Yukon, I was walking into the community to visit and to
pick up a volunteer VBS team. As I walked along in the smoke I faintly
heard children singing. It grew louder as I neared the community center
where to my surprise the children of the community were gathered and
were enjoying music together at a picnic. They had not heard the mission
plane arrive, and no one came to the airstrip. My surprise was total as I
realized they were celebrating in song and fellowship, praise to God, as |
wandered in the “fog” of daily work.

How many times we are caught in the busyness of life tending to what
seems important but crowds out our sense of God? It’s like being lost in
the smoke and haze of a forest fire that obscures the beauty all around. It
is important for us to stop and share the joyful noise of the Gospel with
each other and to regularly attend to the spiritual part of our lives.

We shared in the picnic and music and as we sang, the wind shifted,
the smoke cleared from the area and I was able to fly home in nearly clear
conditions.

While our earthly weather doesn’t always clear so conveniently, it
does spiritually when we take the time to make the time for our Lord. We
need to remember the Psalmist’s words, “all the earth shall worship you.”

Lord, we praise you with our hearts. Help us to always bring praise with
our thoughts, our voice, and our actions. Bring us to the clear air of your
presence. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Dan Treakle

Lay Minister, Pilot
Fairbanks, Alaska
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SATURDAY « WEEK FOUR

Hebrews 12:1-2a

Caught

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us
run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus...

On a small sand island he is caught. Not a bush nor even a blade of
grass to hide him. He stands tall on hind legs sniffing, squinting through
small black eyes. “Is that big blue boat a threat? Must be! I gotta get outta
here.”, or thoughts to that effect in bear language.

The CHRISTIAN, lined with eager children, slowly approaches as the
black bear ambles into the water and begins swimming toward the nearest
island for shelter. Amid oohs and ahs and quiet wonder, we sidle up to the
slowly swimming bear. He’s scared. He’s at our mercy. He’s vulnerable.
We stay 20 feet away. We don’t want to scare him too much. He’s out of
his element swimming to the safety of the island.

It’s a rare opportunity to be so close to a swimming bear. The children
hang over the rail encouraging him. “Keep swimming.” “Go for it!”
“You’re almost there.” “You can make it.” Fingers point. Eyes dance. Life-
long memories are made. I’'m glad. These VBS children have another
good memory of VBS on the CHRISTIAN tucked away in their hearts for
future enjoyment.

Sometimes we’re the bear. Which of us has not felt the fear of
impending crisis with our options disappearing. That’s the time to launch
out into the unknown with our eyes on Jesus. The CHRISTIAN alongside
was there to watch and encourage. Christ and a great cloud of witnesses in
heaven and on earth are alongside to watch over and cheer us on as we
move through this life toward the safety of Heaven.

Dear Lord Jesus, sometimes we are frightened of the problems looming
over us. Help us to see your presence and hear the encouragement of
those who have gone through it all before us. Help us to keep our eyes on
the goal before us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Rev. Elvin Borg
Pastor/Skipper M/V CHRISTIAN
Wrangell, Alaska
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SUNDAY « WEEK FIVE

Mark 10:27
Sowing Seed, Trusting God

...with man this is impossible but not with God; All things are possible
with God

I work with native girls in the Makah community of Neah Bay. I
watched a sullen stone-faced girl become transformed into a smiling, confi-
dent young lady during our first year of children’s church and Morning Star
Girls’s Club. Then suddenly she was restricted from participating in church
activities. Still, whenever we meet, there is a quick warm smile and her eyes
seem to say “I’'m so glad to see you”. Then immediately a curtain falls across
them that says “I’m not allowed to participate now...perhaps some day.”
Sometimes the seed of the Gospel we share falls on difficult places. In this
case it was not this girls heart. She was open to God’s love. It was the resist-
ance of a parent.

My husband Dave and I are well aware that Native tradition teaches that
respect of elders and their wishes is very important. It is a family value we as
a church family also want to encourage. It is also a constant struggle to know
how to let go and when to pursue.

It breaks our hearts to see this parent’s resistance. But then, the story of
the rich young ruler in Mark 10:17-27 comes to mind. We are not told how
he came to have money and power at such a young age. Perhaps he inherited
it and by doing so assumed family responsibilities that tradition demand he
fulfill in spite of his own desires. One thing we are told is that “Jesus looked
at him and loved him.” Jesus knew his heart. To the disciples it was a mind
boggling situation.

And so it is for us sometimes as we look for bridges in the Makah peo-
ple’s culture and traditions for the message of Jesus to attach itself to. We
seek to demonstrate the love of Christ. We know we have watered seeds
where others have planted in this young girl’s life. Perhaps someone else will
see the increase. Comfort is found in Gods promise “My word will not return
void.” We can have the confidence that God’s Word sown can touch lives and
bring people to a saving knowledge in Jesus Christ even if at times outward
circumstances suggest otherwise. Because “all things are possible with God.”

Father it is in our weakness we are made strong by your Holy Spirit.
Increase our faith, strengthen our weary hands and lift up the name of Jesus
by the power of your Holy Spirit, Amen.

Rosemary Sternbeck

Ministry Staff
Neah Bay, Washington
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MONDAY « WEEK FIVE

Mark 6:32
Rest and Prayer

Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest. So they went
away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place.

I just sat still and enjoyed the sun’s reflection on the water as we sat in our
boat. The sun’s rays glistened and danced on the surface as the waves gently
moved back and forth. I could hear the bugs buzzing around us. I could feel the
sun’s warmth on my body. The often-stressful environment my husband Rick and
I serve in ministry seemed so far away.

We were there looking for an eagle. A few weeks earlier we had found an
eagle’s nest with the eagle busying itself in it. Back then as we were watching the
eagle, it had begun to sun itself by sitting on the edge of the nest and spreading
its wings. It spread its wings wide and low. It made him look even larger. When it
did that it was really hard to recognize it as an eagle. I was amazed by what I
saw. I did not know that an eagle did that.

We had to see this marvelous eagle once again. That day we had come back
to look for the eagle. It was a needed escape, a chance to recharge from the stress
of our ministry to hurting people. And what better place than the natural sur-
roundings of our world where nature still responded to the order as created by
God. There was a sense of calmness in our spirits that began to take place. There
was a sense of calmness in our spirits that made it possible to see God’s sover-
eignty again through nature. God was and is still in control. The nature that I saw
reminded me of that. It drew my spirit to my God.

When we are ministering to the people it taxes our own resources of strength
and wisdom. We get physically tired and spiritually drained. It is always a chal-
lenge to find that quiet place where one can find rest and a solitary place to pray.

Crowds of people often followed Jesus and His disciples. The people had
many needs. Yet, in the midst of all this Jesus made the time to rest. In Mark
6:32, Jesus told his disciples, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and
get some rest. So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place.” In
Luke 5:16, it says that Jesus withdrew from the people, “But Jesus often with-
drew to lonely places and prayed.” He was intentional how He did this. In
Matthew 14:23 we read that, “After he had dismissed them, he went up on a
mountainside by himself to pray.” He dismissed the people and took that time to
be alone and pray.

If the Son of God needed to go to a quiet place to rest and pray, how much
more, do we as finite human beings need to do this. My challenge to us today is
that we would intentionally find time to rest and pray.

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for setting an example for us in how we need to
find time to rest and pray in the midst of daily stresses and pressures. Help us to
begin to do this in our lives. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Linda Martin
Ministry Staff
Sioux Lookout, Ontario
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The Steward’s Journey...Your Legacy of Faith and Love

Reflections on Stewardship

Stewardship is an expression of faith. When we practice steward-
ship, we give glory to God as the giver of life, the source of all we have,
all we are, all we will become. “The earth is the Lord’s,” the psalmist
says, “and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.” Psalm 24:1
(NIV)

As men and women of faith, we are pilgrims on a journey, caretak-
ers of the gifts God gives us. Stewardship means accepting God’s gifts
gratefully, tending them responsibly, and sharing them in a spirit of jus-
tice and love. So, when we return home to the Father, we hear Him say,
“Well done, good and faithful servant...Come and share your master’s
happiness!” Matthew 25:21 (NIV)

Planning Your Estate

A Will is the most important element of responsible stewardship.
It allows you to express your own choices regarding the distribution of
your possessions once you have returned to the Father.

A Will also safeguards the interests of your family and loved ones.
If you die without a Will, you have no control over what happens to your
estate.

Constructing your Will is a very prayerful experience. We can make
our family and loved ones a priority; we can consider the needs of our
church and the ministries we support. A Will helps advance the
Kingdom; it is a living act of faith.

Should you choose Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots
U.S. as a recipient of your generous support, it is important to clearly
state your intentions by using our full name, address, phone number
and tax I.D. number: “Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots
U.S., Inc., 3525 North 124th Street, Brookfield, Wisconsin 53005, (262)
783-5267, Tax 1.D. #39-1509253. If your Will or Estate Plan was com-
pleted prior to April 1, 2005, and includes the Lutheran Association of
Missionaries and Pilots U.S,, it is important to update this information.
Because the laws of each state are different, we always encourage you
to seek the advice of a qualified attorney before finalizing your Will.

Charitable Trusts and Gift Annuities

Charitable giving methods, such as Charitable Gift Annuities and
Charitable Remainder Trusts, provide unique stewardship opportuni-
ties.

A Charitable Gift annuity gives you the satisfaction of not only
helping a ministry you support, but it also provides you the practical
benefits of a fixed rate of return, along with charitable tax benefits.
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The Steward’s Journey...(continued)

Your rate of return depends on your age at the time the agreement
is made. The older you are the higher the return for the rest of your life.
Your tax-free benefits can be determined at the time you create your
annuity. After your death, the annuity principal will be used to assist the
ministry of Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots U.S. and the
people we serve.

A Charitable Remainder Trust offers substantial benefits in the
form of estate, gift and income tax deductions, as well as favorable
income for one or more persons you designate.

The Stewardship Journey

Our Christian vocation invites us to become good stewards of the
gifts we receive. The Spirit focuses our energies. Stewardship provides
the guiding principle, directing our path, our journey of faith.

Please send me the information I have checked.
[J The Lutheran Association of Missionaries & Pilots U.S., Christian
Estate Planning Guide.

[J Charitable Gift Annuity application.
I am currently affiliated with:

[0 Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod,
[1 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,
[1 Other

[J Please contact me. My Phone number is:
E-mail Address:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Please detach and return this form to the address below. Thank you!

Pastor W. Paul Brinkman

Director of Development

Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots U.S.
3525 N 124th Street, Suite 1

Brookfield, WI 53005-2409

(262) 783-5267

[J I have already remembered the Lutheran Association of Missionaries
and Pilots U.S. in my Will or Estate Plan.
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Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots U.S. is a cross cultural
Ministry sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ in partnership with individuals

and communities through mutual witness, nurture and discipleship.

Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots U.S.
3525 North 124th St., Suite 1 ¢ Brookfield, WI 53005-2498
Phone (262) 783-5267 * Fax (262) 783-5290





